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Boys Will Be Boys

W

hy do boys act the way they do? Why do they push, shove,
\HOORUSRXW":K\GRWKH\³OHDSEHIRUHWKH\OLVWHQ´":K\GR
they tend to take foolish chances? Dr. James Dobson, in his
helpful book: Bringing Up Boys, shares an extreme case.
Two boys found a coffee can full of gasoline in the garage. They
decided to have some fun so they poured some of the gasoline down a
manhole in the street. Then they lit matches and threw them down the
manhole. Nothing happened. So they poured the rest of the gasoline
down the hole. Suddenly there was a rumbling sound like an earthquake.
7KHPDQKROHFRYHUIOHZWKURXJKWKHDLUDQGODQGHGLQDQHLJKERU¶V
GULYHZD\³:KDWKDSSHQHGZDVWKHJDVUDQGRZQWKHVHZHUOLQHVIRUD
block or so and vaporized with all the methane in there and blew up all
RXUQHLJKERUV¶WRLOHWV,¶PDSOXPEHUQRZWKDW¶VKRZ,NQRZH[DFWO\
ZKDWKDSSHQHG´(Dave W ashington), Dobson, Bringing Up Boys, p. 3 :HOO³ER\V
ZLOOEHER\V´%XWZK\DUHWKH\VRGLIIHUHQWIURPJLUOV"
'U'REVRQVD\V³7KHILUVWIDFWRUWREHFRQVLGHUHGLVWKHKRUPRQH
WHVWRVWHURQHZKLFKLVODUJHO\UHVSRQVLEOHIRUPDOHQHVV´Ibid., p. 19 . At
puberty boys experience a flood of testosterone. A current problem is
that many boys spend 80 percent of their time with women and conseTXHQWO\WKH\GRQ¶WNQRZKRZWRDFWOLNHPHQ:KHQP\ROGHVWVRQZDV
about eight years old, I used to spend considerable time on the floor
wrestling with him. I now recognize how valuable that experience was.
7KHVH[HVDUHYHU\GLIIHUHQW7KLVZDVWKH&UHDWRU¶VLGHD*RG
intended that they should compliment each other. The on-set of puberty
LVDYHU\FULWLFDOWLPHLQDER\¶VOLIH$QRWKHUFULWLFDOWLPHIRUER\VLV
between the ages of three and five years. Their maleness nudges them
RXWRIWKHPRWKHU¶VQHVWWRWKHZRUOGRIWKHLUIDWKHU7KLVLVDWLPHZKHQ
they need a male model. (Ibid, p. 58.)
Disciplining Boys:
Boys, especially, need to know who is in charge. They need to know
the rules. State your rules kindly, but firmly. If Johnny goes on playing
EORFNVDIWHUKH¶VDVNHGWRSLFNWKHPXSJHWGRZQRQKLVH\HOHYHODQG
DVN³'LG\RXKHDUZKDW,VDLG"´6RPHSDUHQWVVWDUWFRXQWLQJ
etc. This is not a good idea. It provides a movable goal line.

7HDFKLQJER\VWRZRUNLVDWRSSULRULW\'RQ¶WSD\WKHPIRURUGLQDU\
chores about the house, such as yard work, keeping the car clean, indoor
duties like dishes, vacuuming, etc. Self-esteem is best learned by a job
well done with appropriate affirmation. This gives the boys a taste of the

real world. Give your children an allowance. The time to begin is at
about six years of age. Visit with your children about money: about
VDYLQJLWVSHQGLQJLWDQGJLYLQJLW$QGGRQ¶WIRUJHWWRUHPLQGWKHFKLO
GUHQDERXW*RG¶VSDUW²WHQSHUFHQWSOXVRIIHULQJV(QFRXUDJHHQWUHSUH
neur-ship. Both of my boys had paper routes when they got to be about
HLJKWRUWHQ\HDUVRIDJH7KH\OHDUQHGWRHDUQPRQH\DQGVSHQGLW³7KH
VSHQGWKULIWER\ZLOOEHWKHVSHQGWKULIWPDQ´Child Guidance, p. 136.
Probably the most important element in discipline is unconditional
love. This is especially needful for boys. Firmness with kindness and
consistency should be the rule. Give lots of eye contact and appropriate
touching. This will greatly reduce unpleasant confrontations.
Single Mothers and Boys:

*RGKDVDVSHFLDOSODFHLQ+LVKHDUWIRUVLQJOH0RPV³$IDWKHUWR
WKHIDWKHUOHVVDGHIHQGHURIZLGRZVLV*RGLQKLVKRO\GZHOOLQJ´ 3V
68: 5, NIV). Millions of men have grown up with single Moms and
turned out gloriously. It takes much prayer, common sense, and some
help from others.
How can the single mother help her boys think like a man? What can
she say about male sexuality? Do some reading in the area. There are
lots of books available on single parenting. Look for role models. Find a
church that has an active Pathfinder Club, and offer your help. In the
Pathfinder Club, the boys will be rubbing shoulders with men. Look for
IDWKHUVXEVWLWXWHV²JUDQGIDWKHUVXQFOHVFRXVLQVHWF6KDUH\RXUFRQ
cern about your sons. Give your boys good books that feature male-role
models. Biographies are a rich source of information and inspiration for
boys. Get interested in what boys are interested in: bugs, butterflies,
snakes, soccer. Be there at their games. Become a boaster.
When my oldest son was about sixteen, I asked him to take the car
and go down a dirt road and pick up some firewood I had cut. When he
FDPHEDFNKHDFWHGNLQGRIJXLOW\³:KDW¶VWKHPDWWHU)UHG"´,DVNHG
³'DG,KDYHDFRQIHVVLRQWRPDNH,ZDVGRLQJVRPHWULFNVZLWKWKHFDU
and gunned the engine on the soft dirt before I hit the pavement. When I
KLWWKHSDYHPHQW,WKLQN,WRUHRXWVHFRQGJHDU'DG,¶PYHU\VRUU\
3OHDVHIRUJLYHPH,¶OOWU\WRSD\\RXEDFNVRPHGD\´,ZDVVKRFNHGRI
course, but I was impressed with his repentant attitude. Yes, it did cost
³ELJEXFNV´WRIL[LWEXWDWWKHWLPH,UHPHPEHUHGVRPHIRROLVKGULYLQJ,
did when I was a teenager. I am so thankful I controlled my anger.

³$IDWKHUKROGVDZHVRPHSRZHULQWKHOLYHVRIKLVFKLOGUHQIRUJRRG
or ill. Families have understood that fact for centuries. It has been said,
µ1RPDQVWDQGVVRWDOODVZKHQKHVWRRSVWRKHOSDER\¶´Dobson, p. 57

