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Responsibility: How to Teach It

T

revor, twelve years old, is a nice boy, pleasant, but laid back
and irresponsible. He has been assigned chores but he forgets
KDOIWKHWLPH+LVPRWKHUDVNV³+RZFDQ,WHDFKKLPWREH
responsible? Does assigning chores teach children responsiELOLW\"´³1R´VD\V'U+DLP**LQRWW³7KHSODLQIDFWLVWKDWUH
sponsibility cannot be imposed. It can only grow from within, fed and
GLUHFWHGE\YDOXHVDEVRUEHGDWKRPHDQGLQWKHFRPPXQLW\´Between
Parent and Child, pp. 80. If responsibility is imposed it is often resisted and
resented. Our goal is to help children choose to be faithful, to want to
assume their share of home duties.
3DUHQWVPXVWPRGHOUHVSRQVLELOLW\'DGVDLGWR7RP³,SURPLVHG
\RXUPRWKHUWKDW,ZRXOGFDOOKRPHIRUWKHJURFHU\OLVW´7RPREVHUYHV
that his father takes responsibility seriously. Tom will gradually adopt
this attitude and modify his behavior. We should allow children to feel
WKHLUIHHOLQJV³,NQRZ\RXZRXOGUDWKHUSOD\WKDQGRWKHGLVKHV1DQF\
,WLVKDUGWRGHQ\RXUIHHOLQJV6RPHWLPHV,GRQ¶WIHHOOLNHJHWWLQJGLQQHU
but I have a hungry family to feed so I do what needs to be done. I guess
LW¶VFDOOHGVHOIGHQLDO7KDQN\RXIRUGRLQJWKHGLVKHVFKHHUIXOO\
1DQF\´0RWKHUUHVSRQGHGWR1DQF\¶VIHHOLQJV6KHGLGQRWQDJRU
ridicule. Feelings are like a river. They cannot be denied or brushed
aside. Parents should respect feelings. This will motivate the child to
want to cooperate and to assume responsibilities.
Responsibility is an important part of character development. Character training depends much on relationships. If you are loving and
caring, your children will be cooperative. Dan came home from school
ORRNLQJGRZQFDVWDQGJOXP+LV'DGVDLG³,WLVREYLRXVWKDWVRPHWKLQJ
GLVDSSRLQWLQJKDVKDSSHQHGDWVFKRROWRGD\,I\RXZDQWWRVKDUH,¶P
JODGWROLVWHQ´'DQ¶VIDWKHULVQRWSU\LQJKHLVVLPSO\ZDQWLQJWREH
VXSSRUWLYH*LQRWWVD\V³,IKHOLYHVZLWKFULWLFLVPKHGRHVQRWOHDUQ
responsibility. . . . There is only one way in which we can win: by
ZLQQLQJWKHFKLOGRYHU´Ibid, pp. 84, 85.
Listening to children with sensitivity helps greatly to bridge the
gape. George hates his chores but he does them because he knows his
GDGYDOXHVDQGORYHVKLP*HRUJH¶VIDWKHUQHYHUFULWLFL]HV+HRFFDVLRQ
DOO\VD\VWKLQJVOLNH³<RXGLGDILQHMREZDVKLQJWKHFDU,WORRNVUHDOO\
QLFH7KDQN\RX´³:KHQSDUHQWVOLVWHQZLWKVHQVLWLYLW\VXVSHQGFXWWLQJ
comments, and state their feelings and requirements without insult, a
process of change is initiated in the child. . . . A sense of responsibility is

DWWDLQHGE\HDFKFKLOGWKURXJKKLVRZQHIIRUWVDQGH[SHULHQFH´Ibid, p. 86.
Affirmation works wonders.
Teaching responsibility can begin very early in life. It begins by
offering choices. Responsibility is developed by autonomy. Give
FKLOGUHQDVPDQ\FKRLFHVDVSRVVLEOH²IRRGFORWKLQJWR\VHWF

:KDWDERXWKRPHZRUN",VLWWKHSDUHQW¶VUHVSRQVLELOLW\RUWKH
FKLOG¶V",I\RXDVVXPHWKLVUHVSRQVLELOLW\LWZLOOEH\RXUVIRUHYHU
Convey to your child that homework is strictly his responsibility.
³.DUHQKRPHZRUNIRU\RXLVOLNHP\MREWRPH´3DUHQWVVKRXOGVHWD
regular time for homework in the family schedule. Set a minimum
amount of time for study each night. A good rule is to multiply the
FKLOG¶VJUDGHE\WHQPLQXWHV²DIRXUWKJUDGHUZRXOGVWXG\PLQXWHV
each evening. Help your child keep a homework log of assignments and
a calendar of deadlines. Provide a desk or table, adequate lighting, and a
FRPIRUWDEOHFKDLU$YRLGWKUHDWVDQGQDJJLQJ³0D[\RXDUHUHVSRQVLEOH
for your success or failure in life. I will always be here to help you and
HQFRXUDJH\RXEXW\RXPXVWPDNH\RXURZQGHFLVLRQV´
The responsible use of money is one of the most valuable skills you
can impart. The best method of teaching money management is giving
\RXUFKLOGDQDOORZDQFH(OOHQ:KLWHVD\V³/HWKLPOHDUQWKHULJKWXVH
RIPRQH\E\XVLQJLW´Child Guidance, p. 136. The Adams family were
ZDONLQJWKURXJKDVKRSSLQJPDOO³'DGFDQ,ERUURZ",MXVWVDZD
PRGHODLUSODQHWKDW,KDYHEHHQORRNLQJIRU,¶OOSD\\RXEDFN´³(UQLH
\RXMXVWJRW\RXUDOORZDQFHODVW7XHVGD\´³%XW,VSHQWLWDOORQPRGHO
DLUSODQHV3OHDVH'DG´³%XW(UQLH\RXNQRZRXUSROLF\LVnot to loan
money. I am very sorry. I guess you will have to learn to live within your
LQFRPH´7HDFKLQJFKLOGUHQKRZWRKDQGOHPRQH\DVVWHZDUGVRI*RG¶V
gifts should begin very early. Most authorities agree that by the time a
child is six year old and in the in first grade, he is ready to learn how to
manage money. It is best not to withhold an allowance as a penalty for
misbehavior. Remember, an allowance is a teaching device. Talk about
FUHGLWFDUGV²WKHLUXVHDQGDEXVH(QFRXUDJH\RXUFKLOGUHQWRHDUQ
money by babysitting, lawn care, etc. But do not pay for regular household chores. We all have a responsibility for the up-keep of the home.
Talk about these issues in your regular family council meeting. Explain
where money comes from and emphasize that it has to be earned.
7HDFKLQJFKLOGUHQUHVSRQVLELOLW\WDNHVWLPHDQGPXFKSDWLHQFH³$
sense of responsibility is attained by each child through his own efforts
DQGH[SHULHQFH´Ginott, p. 86. Much prayer and patience will pay off in
responsible behavior by our children.

