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:KHQDQG+RZWR6D\³1R´3DUW

M

om, I want a new pair of
UROOHUVNDWHV´³%XW
ZKDW¶VZURQJZLWKWKHSDLU\RX
KDYH"´DVNHG6DPP\¶VPRWKHU³,
ZDQWUROOHUEODGHV,FDQ¶WJRIDVW
enough in these old fashioned skates.
,ZDQW\RXWRJHWWKHPQRZ´³%XW
6DPP\,¶PWLUHG:HMXVWJRWEDFN
from your riding lesson and it will
VRRQEHWLPHIRUGLQQHU´³%XW
0RP,QHHGWKHP12:´:LWKWKDW
he stamped his feet. After a while
Mother gave in to Sammy and took
him to the mall to buy a pair of roller
EODGHV:K\ZDV6DPP\¶VPRWKHU
so easily manipulated? Part of the
problem was she was carrying a deep
feeling of guilt over a recent divorce.
She felt that Sammy was deprived so
she was trying to provide him with
every advantage possible. Sammy
sensed this attitude and he took
advantage of his mother time and
time again.
:KHQVKRXOGSDUHQWVVD\³1R´"
When the request is unreasonable,
when the request costs money be\RQGWKHIDPLO\¶VILQDQFLDODELOLW\
when the request is for whimsical
UHDVRQV,I6DPP\¶VPRWKHUJLYHVLQ
to him out of guilt feelings, she will
become his slave. Rudolf Dreikurs,
0'VD\V³)HHOLQJREOLJDWHGWR
please a child as much as possible is
a mistake, because it is a servile
attitude that promotes self-centeredness in the child. . . . Our shortsightedness makes it difficult to see the
long-term results of yielding to the
FKLOG¶VHYHU\ZKLPVLQFHSOHDVLQJ
him usually brings temporary harmony to the home. . . Children need to
learn how to manage frustrations.
Adult life is full of them. It is sheer
nonsense to assume that the child be
able to meet frustrations when he is
ROGHU´Children: The Challenge, p. 177.
If Sammy grows up believing he
can get his own way if he puts up a
big enough fuss, he will be handi-

capped for life. As an adult he will
manipulate everyone he can.
Naturally, we love our children and
want to make them happy, but we
must remember that order in the
home is of much greater importance.
³0RWKHUFDQ,JRWRDSDUW\
WRQLJKWDW-HDQ¶VKRXVH",KDYHD
ZULWWHQLQYLWDWLRQ´³,¶PVRUU\
Nancy, this is a school night and our
rule is no entertainment outside of
the home on school nights. You have
KRPHZRUNWRGRUHPHPEHU"´³%XW
Mom, all of my friends will be there.
3OHDVHSOHDVHMXVWWKLVRQFH´$IWHU
much pleading, Mother reconsidered.
She hated to deny Nancy things that
PHDQWVRPXFKWRKHU³$OOULJKWMXVW
WKLVRQFHEXWQHYHUDJDLQ´ If I
GRQ¶WOHWKHUJRVKHZLOOEHVRXJO\,
FDQ¶WOLYHZLWKKHU 6D\LQJ³1R´LV
not easy, but it is sometimes absolutely necessary to have any kind of
ordered family life. Nancy had a
KLVWRU\RIXVLQJ³MXVWWKLVRQFH´EXW
KHUPRWKHUKDGQ¶WFDXJKWRQWRLW\HW
Children need to learn to respect
household regulations. This is part of
OLIH¶VGLVFLSOLQH
%XWWKHZD\ZHVD\³1R´LVYHU\
LPSRUWDQW6D\LQJ³1R´LQDNLQG
but firm voice, helps the child to acFHSWWKHGHQLDO³1DQF\,NQRZ\RX
want to go to this party and be with
your friends. I would like very much
to please you, but I cannot allow you
to go in good conscience. I will
allow you to watch a TV special
tonight on Birds. This will provide
information and background for your
VFLHQFHFODVV´,WLVDJRRGLGHDZKHQ
\RXPXVWVD\³1R´WRSURYLGHDQ
alternative activity that is pleasing.
This demonstrates to the child that
his or her happiness is important to
you.
It also helps to give children as
PDQ\FKRLFHVDVSRVVLEOH/HW¶VVD\
you are shopping at the mall for a
new sweater. You select three attractive sweaters in the right price range

DQGVD\³1DQF\KHUHDUHWKUHH
sweaters that are very attractive and
are priced right. You make the
FKRLFHDQG,ZLOOEX\LW´&KLOGUHQ
form ideas about money and shopping at a very young age. In their
immaturity they see many things that
they want and you are forced to say
³1R´,PSXOVHEX\LQJVHQGVWKH
wrong message to children. Handling
money is a very important skill that
HYHU\FKLOGVKRXOGOHDUQ³+DELWVRI
economy, industry, and sobriety are
. . . a better portion for you and your
FKLOGUHQWKDQDULFKGRZHU\´Child
Guidance, p. 134 .
Starting at about six years of
age, it is wise to give your children
an allowance. Explain that money is
HDUQHG³-LPP\'DGG\HDUQHGWKLV
money and he is sharing some with
you so you can learn to spend it
ZLVHO\´:KHQWKHFKLOGUHQDUH
young it is time to teach them good
stewardship principles. Show them
how to pay tithe and give offerings.
Mother and Laura were shopping
for groceries at the super market.
Laura saw the candy counter and
picked up some candy saying,
³0DPPDFDQZHEX\WKLVFDQG\"
,W¶VP\IDYRULWHNLQG´³,¶PVRUU\
Laura, we have plenty of candy at
KRPHVRZHGRQ¶WQHHGDQ\WRGD\´
/DXUDVFRZOHGDQGVDLG³<RXQHYHU
EX\DQ\WKLQJIRUPH´³&RPHRQ
/DXUDOHW¶VILQGVRPHIUXLWWKDW\RX
OLNHDQG,¶OOEHJODGWREX\LWIRU
\RX´/DXUDVRRQJRWRYHUKHUGLVDS
SRLQWPHQWDERXWWKHFDQG\/DXUD¶V
mother demonstrated that she really
wanted to please her.
³)DWKHUVDQGPRWKHUVLQFRQ
trolling and disciplining [your children], be firm, but kind. . . . Express
your appreciation of the efforts they
put forth to restrain their inclinations
to do wrong. . . . Praise the children
when they do well. . . . Excessive
indulgence and undue severity are
DOLNHWREHDYRLGHG´Child Guidance,
pp. 259, 261, 260, 263.

